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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

Contact:  Shawna Smith
Director of Marketing & Public Affairs
Wentworth Military Academy & College

ssmith@wma.edu

WENTWORTH IMPLEMENTS CUTTING EDGE EMERGENCY ALERT SYSTEM
Lexington, Mo. (Feb. 27, 2008) – Following the example of schools across the United States, Wentworth Military Academy and College takes a proactive approach and is launching an emergency messaging service.  The service is designed to send informative messages (Inclement weather notices, course announcements, campus news, notices to faculty and staff ) and warning messages directly to parents' and students’ cell phones. 
This free mass notification system called SchoolDispatch will  communicate important school information and alert parents of any type of news and/or emergency situation via text message or email.  Steve Oliver Mazda of Kansas City is sponsoring this very valuable service to WMA.

The messaging service is part of an effort to hasten the notification of students and parents during critical or emergency situations that can happen on any school campus across the nation and to improve the overall communication process between schools and parents.

"We recognized the need to address the evolving communication preferences of students and parents in schools across the country and have developed a system that we are making available to every school in the country at no charge" said Brian Klaasmeyer, founder of SchoolDispatch.

To activate the service students and parents must register their cell phones using the link on WMA’s website.  
###
About Wentworth Military Academy & College:  The mission of Wentworth Military Academy is “to rapidly develop, implement, and sustain a cutting edge educational institution that enables Wentworth students to rapidly accelerate their secondary and baccalaureate progression while simultaneously developing the leadership skills necessary to compete at the highest levels in the 21st Century.”  Founded in 1880, WMA is listed on the National Register of Historic Places, and is the oldest military academy west of the Mississippi. WMA is both an accredited high school (grades 9-12) and college (13-14).  Honorable alumni include, MO Congressman Ike Skelton (1951), Wild Kingdom host, Marlin Perkins (1921) and many more.  For further information on WMA, call the Office of Admissions at 1-800-962-7682 or visit www.wma.edu.
School Disptach: Other schools or universities interested in learning more about SchoolDispatch may visit the company's website at www.schooldispatch.com.  For more information on SchoolDispatch, please contact Robb Yagmin at suluadv@hotmail.com or call 816-361-7012.
