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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

Contact:  Shawna Smith
Director of Marketing & Public Affairs
Wentworth Military Academy & College

ssmith@wma.edu

5 BAND MEMBERS TO PARTICIPATE IN NATIONAL FESTIVAL
Lexington, Mo. (Feb. 20, 2008) – Five cadets from Headquarters Company will travel to Wayne, Pennsylvania, to participate in the 32d Annual Military School Band Festival.  Every participant was selected by a committee at the festival from amongst a pool of hundreds of applicants nationwide.  The festival will start February 22 and continue until February 24.

Gary Love, WMA Bandmaster, will accompany the cadets on the trip, taking place at Valley Forge Military Academy.  The cadets attending the festival are:  So Young Lee (Seoul, South Korea) flute; Nathan Sparkman (Southlake, Tex.) alto saxophone; Joel Fowler (Stillwater, Minn.) tuba; Jamie Gust (Springlake, Mich.) baritone saxophone; Alex Fieser (Oceanside, Calif.), drum major.  
On Friday, cadets will audition for “first chair” positions for their particular musical instrument.  The festival then continues with day-long rehearsals in which experienced musical clinicians conduct the cadets.  On Saturday, the festival ends with an afternoon concert that is open to the public.
###
About Wentworth Military Academy & College:  The mission of Wentworth Military Academy is “to rapidly develop, implement, and sustain a cutting edge educational institution that enables Wentworth students to rapidly accelerate their secondary and baccalaureate progression while simultaneously developing the leadership skills necessary to compete at the highest levels in the 21st Century.”  Founded in 1880, WMA is listed on the National Register of Historic Places, and is the oldest military academy west of the Mississippi. WMA is both an accredited high school (grades 9-12) and college (13-14).  Honorable alumni include, MO Congressman Ike Skelton (1951), Wild Kingdom host, Marlin Perkins (1921) and many more.  For further information on WMA, call the Office of Admissions at 1-800-962-7682 or visit www.wma.edu.
